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Students registered for SGO4030 have the option of doing the Oslo Project or writing a paper that uses GIS as research tool. The paper should cover a topic that is of interest to the student’s field of study, but which includes a dimension that can be studied using GIS. (The Steinberg and Steinberg textbook should be used as a reference for identifying how GIS can be used for social science research.) The paper should be written as a research paper; i.e. it should identify a specific research question or hypothesis, present the case or background, describe the methods and data, and present an analysis. Since it can be time-consuming to collect GIS data for your specific area of study (or expensive), you may have to conduct a “pilot study” on proxy data (for example, if you are studying population changes in downtown Shanghai but do not have access to the data, you can illustrate the methods using Oslo data, or any other available data).   
The point of this assignment is to think through how GIS can be used in your field of research, and to take the first steps towards this type of analysis. You should refer to academic research articles that use GIS in your field of study to support your arguments concerning methods and approaches (in the Shanghai example, you would cite journal articles in urban geography that use GIS to identify patterns of demographic change or gentrification). The paper should be no more than 13 pages, and should include maps and a table describing data (metadata).
